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1. Welcome and Introductions 
Thank you to the volunteers for attending the PAC meetings and offering 
suggestions and ideas. Classroom representatives introduced themselves to the 
group. 

 
2. Overview of the Committee 

The purpose of this committee is to offer an opportunity for parents to bring ideas, 
suggestions, and concerns to the school principal to maintain consistent and 
ongoing improvement to Wildwood School while also sharing happenings within 
the school with the community. 

 
3. Establish Roundtable Discussion Procedures 

An agenda is created by the school principal with relevant topics and sent to the 
H&SA Chair to distribute to the classroom parents, who in turn share with all 
parents in the classroom.  Parents are then encouraged to comment, share ideas or 
ask questions about agenda items, concerns heard from the community or 
suggestions for improvement. All then are discussed openly during the PAC 
meeting.  Minutes are prepared and also then shared with the H&SA Chair to 
distribute to classroom parents. 
 
We began the PAC meeting today with the following: 
Just a quick question, I got a msg from a 5th grade parent, and she is concerned about 
the lunch portions at WW. She told me that her daughter said the portion seemed smaller 
hence she avoided buying certain lunch items. Her observation was agreed with some 
other 5th graders. They didn't see this on your agenda and wonder if you would like to 
address it in our PAC meeting. I understand it's hard to serve a lunch what will be 
suitable for both kindergartners and fifth graders, but we need to look into it. 
 
After contacting the Pomptonian and observing lunches, it was determined that 
the portion sizes have not changed, however, the number of lunch options 
changed this year.  I am working with the Pomptonian to determine if it is 
appropriate or feasible to offer larger portions for older students. Fresh fruits and 



vegetables are unlimited and cost .80 cents. The number of snack options offered 
during lunch has also been limited. 
 
Recently, LaCriox seltzer was removed by Pomptonian from the menu due to 
questionable ingredients shown on the news.  There has not been an approved 
replacement yet.  
 
The interactive lunch menu was discussed along with the monthly lunch menu.  
Both are located at 
https://www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/index.php?sid=1529003729704&page
=menus  
 
The phone app is also available, however, it may not display as clearly as using a 
laptop/computer.  I have confirmed that the lunch menu should match the 
offerings and will work with Pomptonian to send out alerts for special offerings 
such as waffles, smoothies, sushi, etc. I will also try to include the menu with 
weekly updates. 

 
4. Referendum/Facilities – Library Redesign 

We are so excited for the upgrades to the Computer Lab and the Library 
supported and funded by grants from the H&SA and MLEF along with funds 
raised from the After Care Program.  The H&SA donation was used to purchase a 
new circulation desk for the Library which will be installed in the coming weeks.  
The new Library furniture is due to be delivered on November 14.  Some 
discussion about Book donations and the Birthday Book Club.  Some parents 
suggested more advertising and providing more opportunities for book donations. 
Please see the attached Birthday Book Flyer which will also be added to the 
Library Information Page on our website. 
 
In addition, parents suggested sharing the process for checking out books, 
renewals and returns.  I will work with Mrs. Sprague to add this to the website 
and an update will also be shared in an upcoming school messenger email.  This 
information will be added to information related to our wonderful upcoming Book 
Fair too! The Book Fair theme is Enchanted.  The H&SA volunteers led by Mrs. 
Christine Kelly Matty is well underway!  Please see the attached flyer to 
volunteer and consider joining us during the week or on Saturday for our Annual 
Book Fair.. you may just bump into Rapunzel. 

 
5. Before and After School Clubs 

After School Clubs are going well.  There have been many sign-ups recently 
including Chess Clubs, Yoga Club, Theater Club, Junior Nature Club, Art Club, 
etc.  Emails are sent to the appropriate grades with information including dates, 
times and pick-up information.  A sign-up form is included in that email. The 
sign-up link remains open for 24 hours.  Using the randomize feature in Excel, 
students are randomly chosen to participate.  It is my hope that each student is 
able to participate in at least one club throughout the year, although I also 



continue to recruit for more clubs.  Students that have not been in a club to date 
are given priority in the lottery. This does allow for some students to participate in 
more than one club sometimes. 
 
We continue to work to provide lots of After School Club opportunities for 
students. 
 
Our Wildwood Time to Soar Before and After School Program continues to 
flourish! We currently have 88 students registered to attend with various 
schedules.  We also continue to provide enriched opportunities for these students 
as well.  In the coming weeks, the MLHS Environmental Club will be working 
with students to create Bat Houses.  This initiative is also supported by the 
Environmental Commission. Students in after care are also provided support for 
homework if parents wish their students to complete it there. 

 
6. Parent Teacher Conferences 

Parent Teacher Conferences are underway. The 5th grade teachers have completed 
conferences.  Grade Level teams selected the best time to hold parent conferences 
choosing the month that would provide parents with the most information. Each 
classroom teacher is provided one day to hold conferences with parents. During 
the conference, instead of having a substitute cover the class, we have scheduled 
informational and fun activities for students.  Sergeant Gil visits the classroom for 
one period for presentations on Social Media, Lake Safety, Bike Safety, or 
Stranger Danger. Mrs. Fleming, school counselor, provides a character lesson, 
while Mrs. Dunn, World Language Teacher, provides a cultural experience.  Mrs. 
Jones, Instructional Support Leader provides a lesson on study skills or problem 
solving; Mrs. Falk, School Nurse provides a health lesson, Mrs. Coleman or Ms. 
McCarthy, G&T teacher provide a STEM lesson and I offer a Community Service 
experience. I am thrilled to share  the Environmental Commission will also visit 
classrooms to share the new recycling guidelines for Mountain Lakes with 
students and teachers during Parent Conferences.  

 
7. PARCC Results 

A presentation was made during a recent BOE meeting sharing District-wide 
testing results including PARCC results.  
https://www.mlschools.org/academics/standardized_testing_results 
 
Wildwood students continue to out perform NJ state expectations for ELA, Math 
and Science and are remain very competitive with our NJ peer groups. We 
monitor and analyze test scores to look for opportunities to grow, identify patterns 
in student learning and instruction as well as explore ways of aligning curriculum 
from grade to grade. During the PAC meeting, we had a discussion about the 
updated Math Program (Envisions 2.0) related to the format of questions and the 
introduced vocabulary.  Suggestions were made to provide parents with guidance 
on helping to support students at home, lists of vocabulary used and .  A mini-



workshop for parents will be held during the first week of December to identify 
ways of supporting students. More information will be forthcoming. 
 
 

8. School-wide Initiatives – including Appreciation Station, Health and Wellness 
Committee updates, Peer mentors, Security and Traffic 
Appreciation Station: As we continue to work with students, staff and parents to 
improve compassion and empathy, an Appreciation Station is placed outside the 
main office. A typewriter, paper and envelopes are provided for students to type 
letters of appreciation for teachers. Teachers and parents are also encouraged to 
type letters to each other as well!  Envelopes can be given to Mrs. Greco in the 
main office to deliver to recipients. 
 
The Health and Wellness Committee met several times over the summer and 
continues to be involved in ensuring healthy food options are provided for our 
students. Parents are encouraged to enjoy lunch with your child on their birthday 
in the cafeteria to not only enjoy your child’s birthday, but also to enjoy the lunch 
program experience.  Parents are also invited to visit the cafeteria to see the lunch 
options and offer support for their child in making a purchase if needed.  Please 
remember to sign in at the main office. Please remember that while in the 
cafeteria, purchases by parents should only be made for their own child. 
 
We are once again working with the MLHS Peer Leaders to offer Peer 
Mentorships for our students. Currently, I have invited 26 MLHS students to join 
us at Wildwood. Mentorships will begin this week.  Teachers and other staff 
members can make recommendations for peer mentorships.  I will work to 
accommodate all requests.  These mentorships offer Wildwood students an 
opportunity to work and learn with high school students over a period of six 
weeks.  MLHS meet with their Buddy and complete an interest inventory during 
their first meeting.  From there the MLHS student can choose from a plethora of 
activities provided to engage students in various learning opportunities from 
science experiments, to maker projects to readers theater just to name a few.  Of 
course, we also encourage MLHS students to bring their own ideas as well. 
 
We are so fortunate to have the Mountain Lakes Police Department available 
daily to assist with security and traffic. Recently, they have helped support the 
installation of the new windows around the wheel which were a part of the 
referendum. The windows look terrific and offer greater security!  Window 
Screens are also on the way! 
 
Additional video cameras have been installed and I now have access to view them 
in real time.  
 
The MLPD continues to support our traffic flow and encourage safe driving. I 
have been in contact with the MLPD about a suggestion regarding the crossing for 
students entering the Kenilworth Road entrance. Some discussion was made about 



how 5th grade students walking down Glen Road to Wildwood have to go to the 
farthest crosswalk then back around the circle sidewalk and down to the entrance 
on Kenilworth. Please encourage those students to enter through the main 
entrance if needed. Please also note any student that arrives to school before 8:20 
will be made to go to the cafeteria (K-3) and the gym (4-5).  We do not have 
supervision outside for students who arrive between 8:00 – 8:20. Please remind 
your child of this rule and encourage them not to hide around trees or the woods 
to wait.    
 
Please also be reminded that there is a dog ordinance in Mountain Lakes.  Dogs 
and other pets are not permitted on school grounds at anytime. 
 
Additional questions related to access to the school curriculum. Curriculum 
resources can be found on our website at: 
https://www.mlschools.org/academics/district_curriculum/m_l_common_core_res
ources 
 
Our lessons are aligned to the Common Core Standards and the New Jersey State 
Leaning Standards which can also be viewed at 
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/. 
 

9. Thank you 
 

Thank you again to the H&SA, MLEF, staff, parents and students for the beautiful 
texts, cards, banner, flowers, hugs and cheers during a most difficult time for our 
family after my husband’s accident. He continues to improve each day! We are so 
thankful and grateful to such a kind, caring community. 
 
On behalf of Wildwood Staff, we also extend prayers and positive thoughts to the 
Kolding Family and hope for Thomas’s safe return home. 


